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Grover Named 


by Michael Arrington 

Bicentennial class valedictorian will be 
Robert Ellis Grover of Staunton. As far 
as is known, he is the first Post Graduate 
as well as the first day student valedic- 
torian at the Academy. 

Grover graduated from Robert E. Lee 
High School last year with the hopes of 
going into a pre-medicine curriculum at 
Hampden-Sydney College, but felt that 
he’ didn’t hold a strong enough back- 
ground in chemistry. 

“I had heard about Colonel Charles 
Savedge and his chemistry class while at 
Lee High,” said Grover. “I wanted to 
take the course.” Bound for Hampden- 
Sydney College, Grover says he would 
like to attend the Medical College of 
Virginia to earn his M.D. 

More than a very bright student, Bob 
is also a well-rounded athlete. While at 
Lee High he played baseball, and here 
at Augusta was a member of both the 
baseball and basketball teams. “Another 
reason for coming to Augusta was to 


Valedictorian 


hopefully improve myself physically.” 

When three and four years old, Grover 
remembers watching the Sunday Parade 
after attending church services with his 
family at the Augusta Stone Church, and 
he remembers being very impressed by 
it all. Since that time he has always 
wanted to attend the academy. 

Grover feels that the biggest problem 
academically at Augusta, is that a lot 
of students don’t listen in class, but 
more than that they don’t seem to 
want to learn as much as they should. 
“They should want to learn more and 
should acquire a thirst for knowledge,” 
suggests Grover. 

Now that the year is over, Grover 
looks back upon it as being a very suc- 
cessful one. He feels that he has grown 
mentally and physically, as well as aca- 
demically, and as valedictorian he has 
the grades to prove it. Grover feels he 
will be ready next fall to start his eight 
year journey to the Medical profession. 


One Way to Success 


by Curtiss Biackwelder 

Why was there a second play in the 
school year 75-76 at Augusta? 

“Because we had a lot of talent in act- 
ing with Michael Arrington, Jim Favors, 
Frank Harris, and George Ralston,” re- 
Ps Plicd Capt. Robert Moore, “and we 

wanted them to perform once more.” 
Each of the four actors has been appear- 


wd ing on stage for at least three years and 


they have exhibited much talent. 
® The production of The One-Way 
Ticket cost approximately thirty-five dol- 


QJ lars. In addition the Augusta stage re- 


ceived a new dimmer box for lighting, 

put together by Brian Staver, Robbie 
Parris, Tim Kisel, and John Harris. The 
© jichting system will be used for many 
acting seasons to come. 
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When asked, Capt. Moore also said 
he felt that the play was a success be- 
cause Michael Arrington put forth all 
of his acting ability to make his last per- 
formance at Augusta a real treat for 
parents, cadets and others. Also putting 
forth their acting abilities were Jack 
Harris, portraying Pat, who tried to help 
Neil (Arrington) out of his predicament 
with Nora, (Laura Bryan) Neil’s girl- 
friend. Dolly, the Barmaid, acted by 
Eva Stephenson, and Mrs. Lucey, por- 
trayed by Marge Dompe, also added to 
the effect of the performance. 

Maj. Michael Ridge, the director, was 
asked what he thought about the audi- 
ence’s misconduct in the Big Room on 
April 30. He replied, “There will be 
theater etiquette classes next year.” 


Founder 
Honored 


Founder’s Day, May 8, was celebrated 
in conjunction with Alumni Weekend. 
Following tradition, Col. M .H. Livick 
gave a short speech honoring the Roller 
family, the founders of AMA. The short, 
but meaningful, ceremony was concluded 
with a twenty-one gun salute and the 
playing of Taps. 

Upon leaving the Augusta Stone 
Church Cemetery, the corps formed on 
the front field to be reviewed by the re- 
turning Alumni. Also at this time Col. 
Livick announced that the Academy had 
been named a Bicentennial Military Aca- 
demy by respect of the JROTC detach- 
ment. Major John Dompe then presented 
a Bicentennial flag which will be flown 
on weekends. 

* a * 

Final Drill Competition was held on 
9 May with B Company being selected 
as the “Best Company.” 

Originally scheduled for Parents’ 
Weekend, the competition was delayed 
first because of rain and then because 
of a busy sports schedule. 

To judge the exercises, three cadets 
from Virginia Military Institute were 
invited to attend. Selected as “Best Pla- 
toon” was the first platoon of B Company 
under the command of cadet MSG Ed 
Long. “Best Squad” was a squad from C 
company under the charge of cadet SSG 
James Cheesman. Cadet Nicolas Nieves 
was selected as “Best Individual” in the 
drill competition. 

a * a 

Cadets from Virginia Military Institute 
used facilities at Augusta for a rest stop 
on 13 May on their march to New Market. 
The cadets were re-enacting the march 
of earlier VMI Cadets to New Market 
where on 15 May, 1864 they assisted 
Southern forces defeat the Northern 
Army. This confrontation was the first 
time that organized students had fought 
in battle. 


FRIDAY 28 May 

Jr. Roller Rifles 

Roller Rifles 

Dress Parade 

Reception on Library Lawn 
Ciceronian Literary Society and 


3:00 
3:30 
4:30 
5:00 
8:00 
Awards Assembly 
SATURDAY 29 May 
10:00 Baccalaureate Service at August 
Stone Church 
Graduation Exercises in Gym 
nasium 
FINAL FORMATION 


CALENDAR 
28 May Finals 
29 May GRADUATION 
1 June ROTC Camp Session 
20 June Summer Session opens 
31 July Summer Session ends 


11 September Officers Report 
16 September Classes begin 


Juniors 
Active 


by David Langley 

As the year draws toward an end, 
one should certainly wish to reflect upon 
the fine things that have happened in the 
Junior School. This is owing to an at- 
mosphere of both enjoyment and work. 

One needn’t dwell upon this reflecting 
too long though, because it is quite ob- 
vious that there is constantly something 
new happening. In keeping with the rest 
of the school at this same time of year, 
“F” company seems to be a pool of con- 
tinual activity. 

When the alumni returned on 8 May 
1976 to remember their Alma Mater, 
the junior Roller Rifles were ready to 
exhibit their abilities and later that night 
the entire junior school delighted in 
singing “Our Director,” the school song, 
and several other songs to a gathering 
of alumni. This was not the only event 
that happened that weekend, however. 
Lt. Dave West escorted a group of junior 
schooler’s to an overnight camping jam- 
boree for Boy Scouts at Expoland near 
Fishersville, Va. 

These things only constitute a minor 
portion of what has happened in the past 
months. A large number of things happen 
as a part of routine and therefore may 
often be overlooked. Certainly thanks 
should be given to Lt. John Cooper, Col. 
Herbert Lucas, Lt. Dave West, Mrs. Re- 
gina Simmons and Col. John Dekle, and 
the scores of the others who have helped 
out in an effort to make this year a suc- 
cess. 

With the year drawing near an end, 
it would not seem as though there would 
be much more planned. But in the not- 
so-distant future there will be several 
more Scout trips. 

With this all taken into mind and a 
variety of other things that have happened 
during the year, it makes one wonder if 
on May 29, 1976 the members of the 
junior school won’t have regrets about 
leaving Augusta for the summer, and it 
certainly makes one wonder how the 
seventh graders will feel about leaving 
the junior school to move into Big Bar- 
racks. 


Involved and 


by Jim Favors 

“He’s a good independent school man 
because he is involved and committed. 
He’s not concerned with the work day 
ending at four or five o’clock.” 

So stated Col. Malcolm Livick when 
describing Col. John Dekle Commandant, 
bus driver, teacher, handyman. 

Almost everything involving the Aca- 
demy is taken to him, and he makes a 
decision on it or presents it to Col Livick. 
He is very much involved with all school 
activities. As Captain Howard Sharp com- 
mented, “Col. Dekle is one of the most 
dedicated administrators at the Academy.” 

Col. Dekle has been driving the bus 
for all athletic activities away from the 
Academy as well as driving the bus to 
Atlanta, Georgia for the Girl’s Basket- 
bal team at the YMCA in Staunton. This 
brought the Academy great recognition in 
the Staunton Leader. Col. Dekle also 
drove the bus to Morehead, Ky. for the 
Roller Rifles to attend drill competition 
in April. 

Not only does Col. Dekle chauffeur, 
but also teaches a Seventh Grade class 
during the fifth preiod and acts as a 
handy man when an emergency arrives. 

Between interviewing new students and 
working with cadets, Col. Dekle enjoys 
his little free time. Some of his favorite 
sports are bowling, in which he won high 
scorer of the bowling league in Staunton, 
and golf. 

Col. Dekle loves to eat. He expresses 


Among Col. John Dekle’s many functions 
at Augusta is that of seventh grade math 
teacher. (Photo by Long) 
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this joy in two ways, by visiting new res- 
taurants and by cooking out at home. 
However, there is one thing that he loves 
more and that is to talk. Many ask why 
he loves to talk; it’s because he loves 
people. 

Col. Dekle is also involved with his 
church activities. He teaches Sunday 
School at St. John’s Methodist Church. 

A, lover of clothing, Col. Dekle likes 
to dress well. However, he cares nothing 
about cars. Before trading in his Toyota 
last year, many called it a traveling trash- 
can. 

Other hobbies include traveling, riding 
rollercoasters, and shopping. He enjoys 
traveling to Gattlenburg, Tennessee to 
shop, where he insists upon going into 
every store. 

While in college, Col. Dekle was in 
a dance band, and today he loves jazz 
music. He also is in charge of the Augusta 
Band and in seeing that the instruments 
are in working order. 

Building furniture and framing pic- 
tures is another enjoyed pasttime. He has 
a workshop at home, but has hardly any 
time to use it, with the activities at Au- 
gusta. Col. Dekle has promised friends 
to frame pictures for six years, but has 
not had the time to complete them with 
all of his activities at the Academy. 

With the winter session coming to an 
end, Col. Dekle will be preparing for 
continued involvement in the upcoming 
summer school session beginning June 21. 


Summer 
Session 
Scheduled 


by Jim Favors 

With the coming of Graduation, soon 
attention will be focused on the upcoming 
Summer Session. Summer School will 
begin on 20 June with registration, and 
actual classes will begin on 21 June. The 
Summer Session will end 31 July. 

The expected number of students will 
range from forty to fifty. As in past years 
classes will run Monday through Friday 
with a total of three two-hour class ses- 
sions from 9:00-11:00; 11:00-1:00; and 
1:40-3:40. Study hour will run from 7:30- 
9:30 each evening. On Saturday class 
periods are shortened to an hour. 

There will be four summer seniors at- 
tending this session. Graduating on 31 
July will be Stanley Gravely, Roger Mul- 
lis, Alex Vence and Keith Sterling. 
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by George Mineff 

“Will we meet again,” is the thought 
which runs through the minds of most 
seniors nearing graduation. Graduates 
will spread throughout the union, many 
living no more than a mile away from 
another, but some living thousands of 
miles from their fellow graduates of 1976 
this Bicentennial year. 

This year’s graduates will be going 
into many fields. The majority will attend 
college to reach their final goals, while 
a few will be entering branches of our 
armed services. 

There will be four graduates going 
into a branch of the armed services as 
have many graduates before them. Paul 
Peters will be going into the Marines, 
and plans to make it into a career. Mike 
Pavne is going into the 3rd armor divi- 
sion in Augusburg, Germany, attaining 
a college degree through the Army. Roger 
Mullis will also be going into the Army, 
while Steve McAdams plans to enlist in 
the Air Force. 

Most seniors will be attending a col- 
lege next year in order to attain their 
goals in life. John Tyminski plans on 
having a good life by attending Old Do- 
minion University. Stanley Stewart has 
received a full four year basketball schol- 
arship to Atlantic Christian College in 
North Carolina and will be majoring in 
sociology. 

Going to Ferum Junior College in 
Virginia on a two year football scholar- 
ship will be Floyd Goldsmith. Mean- 
while, Arturo Escobar will marry in the 
near future and attend Urbana University 
in Ohio majoring in architecture. Plan- 
ning on becoming a dentist, Alex Vence 
will attend Somerset Community College 
in Kentucky. 
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Will We 


Meet Again ¢ 


Front (from left), George Ralston, 708 
60th St., Bradenton Florida; David Langley, 
605 Oneta Drive, Westminister, Maryland; 
Larry London, 5708 Little Falls Road, Arling- 
ton, Va.; Kirk Pope, Route 3, Box 387F, 
Harpers Ferry, W. Va.; John Tyminski, 1551 
Modoc Ave., Norfolk, Va.; Paul Peters, 1796 
Ravenwood Dr., Concord, Cal.; Jorge Montes, 
11 Calle 2.62, Zona 14, Guatemala City, 
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Guatemala. Back (from left) Michael Arring- 
ton, 6402-C Shadybrook Lane, Richmond, Va.; 
James Favors, P. O. Box 10262, Alexandria, 
Va.; Steve McAdams, 2706 Newton St., 
Wheaton, Md.; Stanley Gravely, P. O. Box 
3002, Martinsville, Va.; Bunky Murray, 7 
Tulane Ave., Greenville, S. C.; Scott Gilliam, 
27 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, Va.; Nicolas 
Nieves, 55 Clark St., Jersey City, N. J.; Gary 


Stauffer, Belle Haven, Va.; Lance Logan, 6631 
Elk Park Court, Alexandria, Va.; Keith Sterling, 
3427 Plumstead Ave., Drexel Hill, Pa.; Frank 
Harris, 5069 Fillmore Ave., Ogden, Utah; Mike 
Payne, 884 Madison Ave., Chillicothe, Ohio. 

Not pictured: Lonnie Duren, 1139 First 
Terrace, N.W., Washington, D.C.; Arturo Es- 
cobar, Calle La Guairita, Qta La Solana, El 
Cafetal, Caracas, Venezuela; Floyd Goldsmith, 


739 Newman Lane, Pontiac, Michigan; Robert 
Grover, 2406 N. Augusta St., Staunton, Va.; 
Reginald Horne, 151 Fisher Ave., Piscataway, 
N.J.; James Mitchell, Route 1, Conneaut Lake, 
Pa.; Roger Mullis, 126 Fraser Lane, Staunton, 
Va; Stanley Stewart, 252 13 St., N.E., Wash- 
ington, D.C.; and Alejandra Vence, Ave. Cai- 
mito A-l, Urb. Hillside, Rio Piedras, Puerto 
Rico. (Photo by Long) 
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Working at his parents motels and 
taverns this summer will be Jim Mitchell, 
while preparing to attend Westminister 
College in New Wilmington, Pa. Keith 
Sterling will get married in a year and 
a half while attending college. 

Bob Grover will be going to Hampden- 
Sydney College in Virginia majoring in 
Pre-Med. Stan Gravely and Bunky Murray 
will both attend the Citadel in Charleston, 
South Carolina next year, Dave Langley 
will be at Western Maryland College. 

Going to college in Guatemala for agri- 
culture and working on his father’s farm 
will be Jorge Montes» Mike Arrington 
will work in Richmond this summer pre- 
paring for his freshman year at Radford 
College majoring in Pre-Law. Also at- 
tending Radford College in Virginia after 
working his summer at National Airport 

in D.C. will be Jim Favors. 

George Ralston plans on opening a 
stamp hobby shop and on going to Man- 
atel Junior College in Florida to attain 
his associates degree in horticulture. 
Majoring in oceanography at the Univer- 
sity of Utah will be Frank Harris. At- 
tending Jacksonville University in Florida 
and planning on becoming an optometrist 
will be Larry London. 

Nick Nieves will study psychology at 
the University of Kentucky. Tony Roston 
is going to the College of Southern Idaho 
to become a certified public accountant. 

Kirk Pope will become a state police- 
man. Gary Stauffer will get married in 
the near future and be a seafood sales- 
man. Scott Gilliam will work with his 
father in the lumber business. 

Still others plan to take one step at a 
time, concentrating on graduation before 
making any decision about the future. 


| 
Bayonet 


Six 
Tennis 


Best Team Since ’ 68 


“I thought before the season began 
that the tennis team would win at least 
half the matches this season and am 
very pleased to have gone 8-4.” 

So stated tennis coach, Major Tim 
Mannasmith upon the conclusion of the 
most successful season since 1968. 

International in scope, the team’s 
seven players represented six nations. 
Number one player was Shawn Ogimachi 
from California. Following him were Gary 
Stauffer, Virginia; Alejandro Vence, 
Puerto Rico; Juan Obregon, Columbia; 
Boris Gabriel, Guatemala; Arturo Esco- 
bar, Venezuela; and Ed Neuwald, El 


Baseball 


Salvador. Team manager was Juan Li- 
zarralde. 

Gabriel was the most successful player 
as he was undefeated in his position as 
number five singles player. He also may 
prove to be a nucleus of next year’s team 
which loses only three players. Also re- 
turning will be Ogimachi and Obregon. 

“Major Mannasmith’s coaching helped 
the team. Everyone improved. He showed 
us how to hit the ball and where to hit 
it. But, in spite of all the improvement, 
no player was ever able to beat the 
tennis coach at his own game,” stated 
Ogimachi. 


Winning Season 


Rugby Progresses 


by Ed Long 

A good baseball season was brought 
on by the team ending with a four win 
three loss record. 

The opening of the season began with 
a 9-1 win over Fishburne with an error- 
less outfield, good pitching and hitting. 
From there the Streaks continued with 
a 13-3 win over SMA with Jim Mitchell 
pitching an almost no-hitter game. With 
wins over Fishburne and SMA, the team 
went on to a third victory over Hargrave. 

After traveling to Massanutten Military 
Academy, the team found an all post- 
graduate team who defeated them two 
times. Resuming the normal pace, the 
baseball team ended the season with a 
2-1 win over Fishburne Military Aca- 
demy. The team executed good fielding, 
pitching and hitting. 

Playing the infield were Nicolas Nieves 
on first, Bob Grover on second, and Jim- 
my Gounaris on third, who had the high- 
est batting average of the season. Short 

(© stop was Scott Gilliam. Catching was 
done by Mike McKee and pitching was 
a done by Wayne Frantz and Jim Mit- 
chell. 
wisn the outfield were Steve Casey at 
left field, Raymond Gentry at center 
al field and right field played by Mitchell 
or Frantz, when one was not pitching. 
Reserves were Dave Spencer, Barry 
Hungerford, John Hunter, Steve Penn, 
> Scott Johnson and Latelle LaFollette. 


One of the assets to the baseball team 
was Bob Grover, who was not only a well 
rounded athlete but also is the °76 validictorian. 


(Photo by Long) 
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by Jim Favors 

Rugby season ended with a final game 
against Madison College on 29 April 
with a loss of 32-0. The originally sched- 
uled two games with Bermuda Academy 
in Hopewell were the only victories for 
the club. 

The team endured matches against 
Virginia Military Institute and Madison , 
College’s A, B, and C teams. 

Captain Jeff White is well pleased 
and satisfied with the team’s first at- 
tempts at rugby. Captain White said, 
“I feel the progress this spring was sub- 


! 


An asset to the best Tennis team since 
1968, Shawn Ogimachi was always striving to 
make Augusta victorious. (Photo by Arrington) 


stantial despite the team’s record. 

“The players let the opponents, in- 
cluding college teams, know that they 
were playing a rugby team which had 
spirit and the will to knock heads. We 
were praised by our opponents and more 
significantly earned for ourselves the 
enjoyment and satisfaction that comes 
from a good effort.” 

Captain White is already planning for 
next year’s team with plans to play 
schools in the Richmond and Washing- 
ton areas. 


Coach Justifiably Satistied 


by Rick Martin 

Putting it all together in the last 
lacrosse game of the season the AMA 
Blue Streaks walked away with a 10-2 
win over Fork Union. At the half, Tom 
White came out with an injury. With 
the score at 5-1, Bruce Hoffman and 
Paul Peters had extra duties filling in 
for White. However, they did it success- 
fully for the win. 

In speaking with Col. David Rapp, 
head coach, he said that at the start of 
this year, he had very good material. As 
it turned out, he did and ended with a 
4-4 season. He said, “I was justifiably 
satisfied with the season. I think the team 
is too.” 

Col. Rapp thinks the best player of- 
fensive was Tom White, and best de- 
fensive player was John Tyminski. Bruce 
Hoffman was the most improved player 
and Eddie Williams was best new player. 
This year’s goalies were Paul Peters and 
David Stokes. The two of them shared 
the job. Paul Peters was the number one 
man, and Dave Stokes was training for 
the future. 

The team as a whole was a fighting 
team and had a lot of determination. 
They had some people in eighth and ninth 
grades to whom Col. Rapp can look for 
successful seasons ahead. 


PG. Athletic 
Program Dro 


by Rick Martin 

Sports for the 1976-77 school year will 
take a different look as there will be no 
post-graduates in the athletic events. 
Colonel Malcolm H. Livick has dropped 
the PG sports program. 

One of the reasons for dropping the 
PG programs, was that Colonel Jim Hogg, 


athletic director, has had trouble sched-- 


uling games because other schools had 
dropped their PG programs. It was also 
difficult for them to import the team. 
In addition came the students, who 
said they didn’t want to cheer for athletes 
recruited for the express purpose of play- 
ing one sport. Another complaint of the 


Taking a break for half time (from left), 
Eddie William, Charlie Livick, Doug Brannan, 
Tom White and Carlos Morales prepare for 
the remainder of the lacrosse game. 

(Photo by Long) 


LACROSSE 


AMA 5 Woodberry Forest 8 
AMA 7 North Cross l 
AMA 10 _ Fork Union 3 
AMA 1 Charlottesville High 9 
AMA 8 Mercersburg Academy 18 
AMA 4 Woodberry Forest 12 
AMA 9 North Cross 1 
AMA 10 _ Fork Union 2 


pped 


cadets was that they couldn’t play inter- 
scholastic sports because the PG’s were 
too big and too well trained for them. 
Seeing this problem, Augusta has 
joined the Virginia Independent Con- 


ference. The teams competing in the VIC_ 


are: Eastern Mennonite High School in 
Harrisonburg; Staunton Military Academy 
and Virginia School for the Deaf in 
Staunton; Fishburne Military Academy 
in Waynesboro; Hargrave Military Aca- 
demy; Holy Cross Lynchburg Christian 
Academy; Otterbein; North Cross and 
Rock Hill which are located in various 
areas of western Virginia. 
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Seven 


TENNIS 
Hargrave 
SMA 

Lee High “B” 
Hargrave 
Riverheads 
Massanutten 
Fort Defiance 
Massanutten 
Riverheads 
SMA 
Fishburne 
Fishburne 


RUGBY 

Madison College 
Bermuda Academy 
VMI 

Bermuda Academy 
Madison College 


BASEBALL 
Fishburne 
SMA 
Hargrave 
Massanutten 
Massanutten 
SMA 
Fishburne 
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Eight 
Find The 
Seniors 


Can you find the names of the twenty- 
three graduating seniors? Names are hori- 
zontal and vertical as well as backwards. 


A special welcome is made to all 
patrons, friends, and alumni. Holiday Inn, 
Downtown on Central Avenue and Holi- 
day Inn, North on Woodrow Wilson Park- 
way hope that they may make this visit 
to the area an enjoyable one. 
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Cadet Supplies 
Short Orders 
Marquis Services 


Answers to Find the Spring Terms 


Sct 


oper ovine 
ese TUL 
0 


Virginia’s 
Largest Scottish Inn is under new management 
Olds-Datsun and it has changed its name! 


Dealer! Full Restaurant, ABC Licence 


call885-8981 
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